
Losing Pravda wins research award

University of Missouri Professor Emeritus Keith 
Sanders says he was blown away the first time 
he witnessed Yong Volz lead a Kappa Tau Alpha 
initiation ceremony at MU.

The elegant ceremony includes a PowerPoint with 
a thumbnail bio on every inductee and historical 
photographs of the MU chapter. Students and their 
family members get a good sense of what an honor 
KTA membership is.

This year, Volz, a journalism professor at 
Missouri, is being honored as the 34th recipient 
of the William H. Taft Outstanding Adviser 
Award during the annual convention of the 
Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication.

Sanders and his successor as KTA’s executive 
director, Beverly Horvit, have both shared Volz’s 
techniques and recruitment materials with other 
KTA advisers as exemplars. 

“Yong is very deserving of this award,” Horvit 
said. “Her efforts create another memorable 
moment for the students and their families during 
graduation weekend.”

This spring, Volz helped initiate 44 students into 
KTA. Horvit was unable to attend the ceremony 
because of her own son’s graduation in Virginia and 
asked Sanders to announce the award instead. He 
was more than happy to help.

Volz has served as the adviser for Kappa Tau 
Alpha at MU since 2012.

 “I am privileged to serve as the adviser to help 
celebrate the achievements of our brightest and 
most hard-working students,” Volz said.

Volz has been teaching at the Missouri School of 

Journalism for 13 years. She was the 2017 recipient 
of MU Alumnae Anniversary Faculty Award. 
Earlier this year, she was named a 2018-19 fellow 
for AEJMC’s Institute for Diverse Leadership in 
Journalism and Communication.

As a researcher, Volz has written about such issues 
as the impact of the 9/11 attack on Americans’ 

reception of foreign-language films, and social 
stratification and the ultra-elite of U.S. foreign 
correspondents.

Although Kappa Tau Alpha’s national 
headquarters is based at the University of Missouri, 
an MU adviser has not won the Taft award since 
1987. 

Missouri’s Volz wins 34th KTA adviser of year award

Once upon a time, Russian journalists had a 
social compact with their readers: Their work 
would convey the truth of a situation and promote 
justice. Amid the economic and political tumult 
of the past 25 years, however, that commitment 
faltered. 

That’s the argument independent scholar 
Natalia Roudakova makes in Losing Pravda: Ethics 
and the Press in Post-Truth Russia. Her book is this 
year’s winner of the Frank Luther Mott/Kappa Tau 
Alpha Research Award. The award honors the best 
book on journalism and mass communication 
based on original research published in 2017.

Roudakova draws upon moral and political 
theory, as well as ethnographic fieldwork in 
Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, to explain and evaluate 
journalism practices in Soviet and post-Soviet 
Russia.

“Roudakova presents a challenge to both 

the traditional Cold War, 
oversimplified view of the Soviet-
era press and the transformation 
and the privatization she claims 
‘prostituted’ journalists as they 
lost status and had financial 
dependency upon owners,” said 
Jeff Fruit, president of Kappa Tau 
Alpha and a contest judge.

As Roudakova examines 
ethics in journalism in the context of truth-
telling and truth-seeking, her book is relevant in 
considering challenges to the role of journalism in 
the United States as its economic model has been 
disrupted and its legitimacy challenged, Fruit said.

Roudakova is a cultural anthropologist working 
in political communication and comparative 
media studies. The book was published by 
Cambridge University Press.

The award is in honor of Mott, a Pulitzer Prize-
winner, educator and longtime leader of Kappa 
Tau Alpha, the national college honor society 
for journalism and mass communication. The 
competition has been held annually since 1944.

Other finalists were Michael Clay Carey for 
The News Untold: Community Journalism and the 
Failure to Confront Poverty in Appalachia; Julia 
Guarneri for Newsprint Metropolis: City Papers 
and the Making of Modern Americans; Aynne 
Kokas for Hollywood Made in China; and Michael 
McCluskey, News Framing of School Shootings.

The competition deadline for books with a 2018 
copyright is Dec. 9, 2018. For more information 
and a list of previous winners, go to kappataualpha.
org and click on Awards.
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Pickard captures Mott Award 

Carter to be honored as Adviser of Year

  "how did americans come to 
inherit this particular media system?"was 
the question that drove Victor pickard to  
write America's Battle for Media Democ-
racy: The Triumph of Corporate Libertari-
anism and the Future of Media, winner of 
the Frank Luther Mott / kappa Tau alpha 
Research award for the best research-based 
book on journalism/mass communication 
published in 2015.
 pickard examines the media 
reform movement of the 1940s and its 
counterpoint to the commercialized market 
forces that successfully pushed profit-driv-
en "corporate libertariansm." 
 pickard places media ownership 
and practice, net neutrality and other cur-
rent issues into the larger historical context 
of previous reform efforts. 
 "pickard's important book, while 
focused on events from seventy years ago, 
speaks loudly to the current debates about 
the nature of the internet and arguments 
for and against net neutrality," according 

to andrew Mendelson, kappa Tau alpha 
national president and a finalist judge.
 The author concludes that "the 
current commercial model for media is 
not adequately serving democracy" and 
argues for policy makers, media reformers 
and others to push for structural alterna-
tives.   "The postwar settlement 
for american media marked a failure of 
reformers' visions of media democracy, one 
privileging access over corporate profits 
and diversity over commercial values.  It 
is this vision that has been deferred, still 
awaiting its moment." 
 he suggests "Once we realize 
that the status quo was contingent, that 
there were other options, other roads not 
taken, we can begin to imagine that a very 
difrferent media system was--and still is--
possible."
 pickard is associate professor in 
the annenberg School of Communication 
at the university of pennsylvania.  The 
book is published by Cambridge univer-

sity press.
 Other finalists were W. Joseph 
Campbell for 1995: The Year the Future 
Began; Teri Finneman for Press Portrayals 
of Women Politicians, 1870s-2000s: From 
'Lunatic' Woodhull to 'Polarizing Palin'; 
and Diana C. Mutz for In-Your-Face Poli-
tics:  The Consequences of Uncivil Media.
 The Mott award is named in honor 
of Mott, pulitzer-prize winner, educator and 
long-time leader of kappa Tau alpha, the 
national college honor society for journal-
ism and mass communication.  The com-
petition has been held annually beginning 
in 1944.  The $1000 prize will be presented  
during the aEJMC convention aug. 5  in 
Minneapolis.
 Judges are kTa chapter advisers 
and officers.  The deadline for books with a 
2016 copyright is Dec. 9, 2016. For infor-
mation and a list of previous winners go to 
kappaTaualpha.org and click on awards.

 Edward L. Carter, Brigham Young university, is  the 2016 William h. Taft Outstanding Chapter adviser.
 The award,  named after the late executive director who served the Society for 30 years before retiring in 1991, will be pre-
sented at the kTa/aEJMC awards Luncheon aug.5 in Minneapolis.
 "Ed Carter has been a relentless promoter of  kTa at BYu and an excellent chapter adviser," according to keith Sand-
ers, executive director.  Carter has also contributed at the national level, serving as a Mott award judge and participating in National 
Council meetings.  he is professor and director of the BYu School of Communications.  his main area of expertise is communications 
law, including copyright law.  his degrees include a Master of Studies in International Law from Oxford, a master of laws degree from 
Edinburgh School of Law, a Juris Doctorate from BYu and a MSJ from Northwestern.  he was inducted into kTa by BYu in 1995.
 Carter is the 32nd recipient of the award.  The award was inaugurated in 1985 and Quintus Wilson (Northern Illinois) was the 
first recipient. previous winners, most recent first, include: Jeanni atkins (Mississippi), Jeff Fruit (kent State), Judy VanSlyke Turk 
(Virginia Commonwealth), andrew Mendelson (Temple), peter Gade (Oklahoma), W. Joseph Campbell (american), Margaret patter-
son   (Duquesne), al Stavitsky (Oregon), Mark popovich (Ball State), Jane Singer (Iowa), William Click (Winthrop), karen List (Mas-
sachusetts), James Whitfield (La-Monroe), Tony Rimmer (Cal State-Fullerton), Sam Riley (Virginia Tech), Thomas Schwartz (Ohio 
State), Emmanuel Onyedike (hampton), Gil Fowler (arkansas State), Milt hollstein (utah), Luther Sanders (arkansas at Little Rock), 
George abney  (Georgia), Marion Marzolf (Michigan), Whitney Mundt (LSu), Daniel pfaff (penn State) , David Sloan (alabama), 
Earl Conn (Ball State), Jack Sissors (Northwestern), Taft (Missouri), Lucas Staudacher (Marquette) and Wilson.
 

Hamilton wins Mott research award
Investigative reporting can be a costly 

endeavor, but James T. Hamilton has 
painstakingly calculated the immense 
benefits to society in his book Democracy’s 
Detectives: The Economics of Investigative 
Journalism.

Democracy’s Detectives, 
published by Harvard 
University Press, is the 
winner of the Frank Luther 
Mott / Kappa Tau Alpha 
Research Award for the 
best book on journalism 
and mass communication 
based on original research 
published in 2016.

“Hamilton provides a fresh and compelling 
look at the value of investigative journalism 
in our democracy,” said Jeff Fruit, president 
of Kappa Tau Alpha and a contest judge. 
“He not only develops and analyzes a unique 
data set of investigations, but also clearly 
demonstrates the impact that investigative 

journalism can have through a case study of 
one Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter.”

Hamilton, the Hearst professor of 
communication at Stanford University, 
employed concepts from media economics, 
examined historical data and created his 
own database of prize-winning investigative 
stories to unearth the full value of such 
reporting.

 “Though small in number, investigative 
reports have outsized influence because they 
generate new information of importance to 
a community that government or corporate 
officials may be trying to keep secret,” 
Hamilton writes in his book. “The spillover 
effects from this reporting – resignations and 
firings, debates about policy, even changes 
in budgets and laws – account for the 
emphasis journalists and researchers place 
on investigative work.”

Hamilton is a two-time winner of the Mott 
award. He last won for his 2004 book, All 
the News That’s Fit to Sell: How the Market 

Transforms Information Into News.
The award is in honor of Mott, a Pulitzer 

Prize winner, educator and longtime leader 
of Kappa Tau Alpha, the national college 
honor society for journalism and mass 
communication. The competition has been 
held annually since 1944. The $1,000 prize 
will be presented during at the KTA/AEJMC 
Kappa Tau Alpha Awards Luncheon on Aug. 
10 in Chicago.

Other finalists in 2016 were David 
Greenberg for Republic of Spin: An Inside 
History of the American Presidency; Sam 
Lebovic for Free Speech & Unfree News: 
The Paradox of Press Freedom in America; 
and Anthony M. Nadler, Making the News 
Popular: Mobilizing U.S. News Audiences.

 The competition deadline for books 
with a 2017 copyright is Dec. 9, 2017. For 
information and a list of previous winners, 
go to kappataualpha.org and click on Awards.

UNT’s Broyles to be honored as KTA adviser of year
Sheri Broyles’ first degree from the 

University of Missouri was a Bachelor of 
Music in percussion, but she thought she 
might be interested in journalism.

Was she qualified to get into the master’s 
program? In a somewhat-gruff voice, an MU 
professor said he didn’t know but that she 
should at least take the GRE.

Not long after, she enrolled in that same 
professor’s History of American Journalism 
course. This year, Broyles is the recipient of 
an award named for that professor, the late 
William H. Taft, who served as the executive 
director of Kappa Tau Alpha for 30 years 
until his retirement in 1991.

Broyles, an advertising professor at the 
University of North Texas, will receive the 
Taft Outstanding Adviser Award during 
the annual convention of the Association 
for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication in Chicago.

Broyles is the 33rd recipient. She has 
served as the adviser of the Kappa Tau Alpha 
chapter at the Frank W. & Sue Mayborn 
School of Journalism at the University of 
North Texas since 2009.

As chapter adviser, Broyles plays a key role 
in making sure the Mayborn School’s top 

students garner the recognition they deserve. 
This year, a record number of students joined 
the honor society. At the school’s Celebrate 
Mayborn gala each spring, the students 
receive their medallions or cords when their 
names are announced.

“This showcases those we honor in front 
of the entire school and in front of all the 
professionals who attend every year,” Broyles 
said.

Broyles has been teaching at the School of 
Journalism for over 20 years. She developed 
the school’s New York Maymester advertising 
class and has taught it for more than a 
decade. She also founded a student-run 
advertising and public relations firm named 
SWOOP.

 “Dr. Sheri Broyles is a star professor in the 
classroom whose impact and legacy lives on 
through the lives she touches and inspires,” 
Mayborn Dean Dorothy Bland said.

Broyles is also an active scholar. Recently, 
for example, she used research grants from 
Kappa Tau Alpha and AEJMC to help fund 
travel to Cuba. To date, those trips have 
resulted in two journal articles and five 
conference papers.

The Taft Outstanding Adviser Award 
was inaugurated in 1985, and Quintus 
Wilson (Northern Illinois) was the first 
recipient. 

Previous winners, most recent first, 
include: 

Edward L. Carter (Brigham Young)
Jeanni Atkins (Mississippi)
Jeff Fruit (Kent State)
Judy VanSlyke Turk (Virginia
Commonwealth)
Andrew Mendelson (Temple)
Peter Gade (Oklahoma)
W. Joseph Campbell (American)
Margaret Patterson   (Duquesne)
Al Stavitsky (Oregon)
Mark Popovich (Ball State)
Jane Singer (Iowa)
William Click (Winthrop)
Karen List (Massachusetts)
James Whitfield (Louisiana-Monroe)
Tony Rimmer (Cal State-Fullerton)
Sam Riley (Virginia Tech)

Past winners
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Kappa Tau Alpha awarded 
three chapter advisers research 
grants in fall 2017 to help 
them investigate such topics 
as a landmark free press-fair 
trial case, the coverage of gay 
and lesbian athletes, and the 
effectiveness of immersive 
journalism.

Erin Coyle, of Louisiana 
State University, is using her $1,000 grant to 
help fund a historical analysis of the Sheppard 
v. Maxwell free press-fair trial case. In late 1954, 
Samuel Sheppard was convicted of killing his 
wife, Marilyn. In 1966, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that Sheppard had not received a fair 
trial in part because of the extraordinary news 
coverage of the case. Sheppard was found not 
guilty at a 1966 retrial.

Coyle recently traveled to Ohio to review 
court records and news clippings.

“This grant is making it possible for me to 
explore what those documents reveal about 
press freedom and ethical responsibilities for 
members of the press covering a murder trial 
that received international news coverage in the 
mid-20th century,” Coyle said.

Ivanka Pjesivac, of the University of Georgia, 
received an $800 grant to continue her 
research into virtual reality, also known as 

immersive journalism. She 
and co-author Sun Joo Ahn 
will conduct a randomized 
experiment to evaluate 
information processing, 
empathy and news credibility.

They have conducted 
related studies, “so the KTA-
supported one will be a nice 
follow-up,” Pjesivac said.

The third grant recipient, 
Bill Cassidy, of Northern 
Illinois, used his $500 grant 
to study how, if at all, media 
coverage has evolved in 
the eight years between the 
coming-out announcements 
made by two basketball stars.

Cassidy presented a paper 
based on his research, “Sports Journalism and 
the Coming-Out Stories of Women Athletes: 
Sheryl Swoopes and Brittney Griner,” at the 
International Association for Communication 
and Sport’s 11th Summit on Communication 
and Sport in April in Bloomington, Indiana.

Kappa Tau Alpha began the grant program 
in 2003. The 2017 grants bring the total 
awarded to $27,625.

Arkansas State’s Hall to lead Kappa Tau Alpha
Holly Kathleen Hall, of Arkansas State, will 

become the 45th president of Kappa Tau Alpha 
on Sept. 1.

Hall, an associate professor of strategic 
communication, succeeds Jeff Fruit, of Kent 
State, who served from 2016-2018. 

“I am indebted to Jeff and Holly for their 
steady, thoughtful leadership during KTA’s 
transition to a new executive director,” said 
Beverly Horvit, who succeeded longtime 
Executive Director Keith Sanders in March 
2017.

Hall previously served as vice president. 
The newly elected vice president is 
Edward L. Carter, director of the School of 
Communications at Brigham Young University. 
Horvit was re-elected executive director/
treasurer.

Hall has served as the Kappa Tau Alpha 
adviser for the Arkansas State chapter since 
2009 and received a chapter adviser research 
grant in 2011 to conduct interviews in London 
for a research project on “super-injunctions” 
and Twitter.

She has been published in Visual 

Communications Quarterly, 
Communication Law and 
Policy and Communication Law 
Review, and has contributed 
chapters regarding social 
media to four books. Before 
joining the ASU faculty, Hall 
worked in public relations for 
10 years and is accredited in 
public relations by the Public 

Relations Society of America. She received her 
J.D. at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. 
She was initiated into KTA in 1994.

Carter occasionally engages in legal 
consulting and represents news media 
clients and others in federal and state courts. 
Previously, Carter worked as a journalist 
writing for newspapers in Utah, Illinois and 
Mexico. He completed a postgraduate degree 
in International Human Rights Law at the 
University of Oxford, holds an LL.M. (master 
of laws) degree, with distinction, in Intellectual 
Property from the University of Edinburgh 
School of Law and received a J.D. from the 
BYU J. Reuben Clark Law School. He also 

holds a master’s degree from the Medill School 
of Journalism at Northwestern University and 
a bachelor’s degree in communications from 
BYU.

He served as a law clerk for Judge Ruggero 
J. Aldisert of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit from 2003-04. Carter’s academic 
research focuses on intellectual property and 
freedom of expression in U.S. and international 
law. As an undergraduate, he was inducted into 
KTA, and he has served as the BYU chapter 
adviser of KTA for 11 years. He received the 
national KTA Adviser of the Year award in 
2016.

Horvit is an assistant professor professional 
practice at the Missouri School of Journalism, 
where she earned her Ph.D. She coordinates the 
school’s introductory news-writing course and 
teaches international journalism. She served 
as KTA chapter adviser at Texas Christian 
University for four years. She has a B.A. from 
Southern Methodist University and a master’s 
from Missouri, where she was inducted into 
KTA in 1997. 
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Three advisers receive research grants IN BRIEF
Linfield College starts new chapter

Linfield College, based in McMinnville, 
Oregon, won approval in November 2017 to 
become the newest Kappa Tau Alpha chapter. 

Linfield College is a private, comprehensive 
undergraduate institution with about 2,300 
students.  The college is accredited by the 
Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities. Kappa Tau Alpha now has 96 
chapters across the United States.  

Michael Huntsberger, chairman of the 
mass communication department, oversaw 
the school’s first initiation ceremony in May. 
Huntsberger was filling in for KTA adviser Susan 
Currie Sivek, who was on research leave.

“Membership in KTA honors our students’ 
achievements and reinforces the importance of 
academic excellence in our discipline,” Currie 
Sivek said.

 Kappa Tau Alpha honors excellence
Kappa Tau Alpha, founded in 1910 at the 

University of Missouri, is the seventh oldest 
national college honor society.

Membership is by invitation only by one of the 
society’s 96 campus chapters and is based solely 
on scholarship and character.

Journalism/mass communication juniors, 
seniors and graduate students must rank in the 
upper 10 percent of their class (based on overall 
GPA). Outstanding doctoral students also may 
be eligible.

Faculty with demonstrated excellence 
in teaching and research may qualify, and 
individuals whose scholarly qualities have 
distinguished them in the media may be selected 
for honorary membership. 

Chapters are located at four-year degree-
granting institutions accredited by the 
appropriate regional agency.

Kappa Tau Alpha is an accredited member 
of the Association of College Honor Societies, 
which is the coordinating agency for collegiate 
honor societies. ACHS was founded in 1925 and 
has 67 member societies.

The Kappa Tau Alpha Newsletter is published by:
Kappa Tau Alpha, School of Journalism
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211-1200
email: umcjourkta@missouri.edu
www.KappaTauAlpha.org
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Longtime KTA director retires after 25 years 
After 25 years of service, Missouri 

School of Journalism Professor Emeritus 
Keith Sanders decided to step down as the 
executive director of Kappa Tau Alpha.

He announced his decision 
at the national KTA business 
meeting in August 2016 and 
handed the reins to Beverly 
Horvit, a journalism studies 
professor at the University of 
Missouri, on March 1.

Sanders said he considers 
the experience to have been 
one of the highlights of his 
career and a great pleasure. 

Sanders joined the faculty of the Missouri 
School of Journalism in 1967 and retired as 
professor emeritus in 2000.

“Dr. Sanders guided KTA with skill and 
expertise over that quarter century, keeping 
a clear focus on our values and ideals,” said 

Jeff Fruit, the national president of Kappa 
Tau Alpha and a professor of the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication at 
Kent State University.

Fruit became the 44th president of the 
society on Sept. 1, 2016, and Holly Kathleen 
Hall, of Arkansas State, was elected vice-
president. The officers serve two-year terms.

Fruit served as director of the Kent State 
School of Journalism/Mass Communication 
from 2002-2012 and is now interim director 
of the School of Library and Information 
Science.  For 14 years, he has served as 
adviser of the Kent State Kappa Tau Alpha 
chapter, which was renamed in his honor 
in 2015. In 2013, he was named the KTA 
adviser of the year.

Hall, an associate professor of strategic 
communication at Arkansas State, teaches 
communication law and ethics, public 
relations and social media.  She has received 

several awards, including the 2010 College of 
Media and Communications Faculty Award 
for Teaching.  She has been the KTA adviser 
at Arkansas State since 2009.

Horvit has taught at Winthrop University, 
University of Texas-Arlington, Texas 
Christian University and the University of 
Missouri. She served as KTA chapter adviser 
at TCU for four years. Horvit was inducted 
into KTA by the Missouri chapter in 1997.

“It’s an honor to be entrusted with this 
responsibility and to be involved with a 
society that recognizes outstanding students,” 
Horvit said.

The organization’s two executive directors 
before Sanders were Frank Luther Mott, 
former dean of the Missouri School 
of Journalism, and longtime Missouri 
journalism Professor William H. Taft.

KEITH 
SANDERS

Honor societies recognize, promote 
excellence in scholarship

Honor societies have existed in the United 
States since the founding of Phi Beta Kappa 
in 1776.  They exist primarily to recognize 
the attainment of scholarship and leadership 
of a superior quality. To the degree that they 
make such recognition an achievement to 
be coveted, they encourage students to strive 
toward meeting high standards.

Kappa Tau Alpha, founded in 1910 at the 
University of Missouri, is the seventh oldest 
national college honor society.

Membership is by invitation only by one of 
the society’s 95 campus chapters and is based 
solely on scholarship and character.

Journalism/mass communication juniors, 
seniors and graduate students must rank in 
the upper 10 percent of their class (based on 
overall GPA). Outstanding doctoral students 
also may be eligible.

Outstanding faculty with demonstrated 
excellence in teaching and research may 

qualify, and individuals whose scholarly 
qualities have distinguished them in 
the media may be selected for honorary 
membership. 

Chapters are located at four-year 
degree-granting institutions accredited 
by the appropriate regional agency (e.g., 
New England Association of Colleges) 
that offer a major in journalism or mass 
communication.

Kappa Tau Alpha is an accredited 
member of the Association of College 
Honor Societies, which is the coordinating 
agency for collegiate honor societies. ACHS 
was founded in 1925 and has 67 member 
societies.

Of the 67 members, Kappa Tau Alpha 
and four other societies have the highest 
standard for admission in requiring 
members to be in the upper 10 percent of 
their class.

IN BRIEF 
Iowa State  names chapter for Bugeja

In April 2017, the faculty of the Greenlee 
School  of Journalism and Communication at 
Iowa State voted to name its Kappa Tau Alpha 
chapter after Michael Bugeja, the school’s 
outgoing director.

“Dr. Michael Bugeja has made many 
extraordinary contributions to the goals of 
Kappa Tau Alpha,” said Beate Schmittmann, 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. “As director, he created a climate 
within the Greenlee School in which students, 
faculty and staff can demonstrate their top 
performance.”

Bugeja had served as the director of the 
Greenlee School since 2003. In 2015, he won 
the Scripps Howard Journalism and Mass 
Communication Administrator of the Year 
Award. In 2017, he received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Iowa Newspapers 
Association.

His fund-raising efforts have also benefited 
ISU’s KTA chapter. Schmittmann credited 
Bugeja with setting up an excellence fund that 
covers the Kappa Tau Alpha membership fees 
for all the ISU initiates.

Whiteside wins KTA research grant
Erin Whiteside, of the University of 

Tennesssee-Knoxville, was the sole recipient of 
a Kappa Tau Alpha Chapter Adviser Research 
Grant this year.

Whiteside plans to use the $1,000 grant to 
study how journalists approach the coverage 
of Title IX and gender-equity-related 
coverage. Her study will be part of a book that 
will document and contextualize the current 
sports, gender and media landscape and 
explore the meaning-making process from an 
audience point of view.  

The grant program was established in 
2000 to reward advisers for their work with 
KTA and to assist them in their research.  
Whiteside is the 29th recipient, which brings 
the total awarded in the program to $25,125.

The application deadline is Oct.1.
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